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Commissioner for Patents 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Preliminary to the examination of the above-referenced patent application, please amend 
the application as follows: 

In the specification: 

On page 1, please replace the first full paragraph with the following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation application of Serial No. 09/024,371 filed on 
February 12, 1998, which in turn is a continuation application of 08/741,637, filed 
October 28, 1996, which is a continuation application of 08/365,757, filed December 29, 
1994, which is a continuation-in-part application of 08/188,244, filed January 28, 1994, 
now U.S. Patent No. 5,388,331. Each of the aforementioned patent applications is 
incorporated herein by reference. 
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REMARKS 



By the present amendment, Applicant amends the Cross Reference to Related 
Applications section of the specification to refer to the related applications by application serial 
number and filing date. No new matter has been added. 

Any questions arising from this submission may be directed to the undersigned at (617) 
832-1000. 



Patent Group 
Foley, Hoag& Eliot LLP 
One Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109-2170 
Tel: (617) 832-1000 
FAX: (617) 832-7000 




Respectfully submitted, 
FOLEY, HO AG, & ELIOT 



Dated: July 12, 2001 



David A. Lane, Jr. 
Reg. No. 39,261 
Agent for Applicant 
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Marked-up Version of Amended Paragraph 

The first full paragraph of page 1 of the specification was amended as follows: 

This application is a continuation application of Serial No. 09/024,371 filed on 
February 12, 1998, which in turn is a continuation application of 08/741,637, filed 
October 28, 1996, which is a continuation application of 08/365,757, filed December 29, 
1994, which is a continuation-in-part application of 08/188,244, filed January 28, 1994, 
now U.S. Patent No. 5,388,33 1 . Each of the aforementioned patent applications is 
incorporated herein by reference [is a continuation-in-part of Application Serial No, 
08/188,244, filed on January 28, 1994]. 
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